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imagine that his or her case in point was the only one to which the good
Father had to attend.
Though Don Antonio did all he could to keep clear of the political
turmoils which^were the unhappy lot of his country for so many years, he
could not remain entirely silent when outrages worthy of fiends became, as
they often did, the order, or rather disorder, of the day. To the earliest
troubles were later added those that arose over the unpopular marriage of the
young Queen Isabella with her cousin Prince Francisco D'Assisi. The
match, which had been arranged by Louis Philippe of France, presumably
for his own ends, caused fresh commotions in Spain, and Don Antonio, who
was known not to favour the " liberal " policy which had supported the royal
union, was advised to leave Catalonia for a time. He spent two years in the
Canary Isles, a happy exile in a region free from the almost interminable
strifes of the old country. Most of his leisure was devoted to writing books
on doctrine and apologetics for the " Libreria Religeosa," a kind of
" Catholic Truth Society " he had founded at Vich, and also in outlining the
Rules of a Congregation he hoped to establish one day for the evangelization
of heathens and unbelievers at home and abroad.
After about fourteen months Don Antonio returned to Spain in May,
1849. In July of that year a meeting was held in the diocesan Seminary at
Vich and the constitution of the " Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary," also known as the " Claretian Fathers " (C.M.F.), was drawn up.
This important achievement had scarcely been concluded when news
arrived that its originator had been nominated by Queen Isabella as Arch-
bishop of Santiago in Cuba.
The consecration of the new Archbishop took place at Vich with much
ceremony and rejoicing on 6th October, 1850, and a week later he received
the Pallium from the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Brunnelli.
The Archbishop of Santiago was also honoured by the Queen with the
Cross of Isabella the Catholic. After some weeks' delay and a rather pro-
tracted voyage, he reached Santiago, Cuba, on i5th February, 1851* No
Archbishop had resided there for fourteen years, and the whole island ms
in a by no means satisfactory condition. Parishes were far apart, the number
of clergy inadequate, and the people outside the towns badly instructed.
The usual scandals abounded, the difficulties being also complicated by tfae
prevailing existence of slavery. The Archbishop began an immediate and
thorough visitation and, in spite <tf primitive modes of travel and transport*
most parishes were visited and many of the grosser abuses reformed.
One of the first improvements was the reorganization of the Seminary
at Santiago itself. That institution had become in great part a lay college,
but was again restored almost entirely to its original purpose of educating
and training ecclesiastical students.